
CITYOFPALMETTO
PLANNINGANDZONINGBOARD
NOVEMBER20, 2014 – 5:30P.M.  

ELECTEDOFFICIALSPRESENT
EricGilbert, Chair
JonMoore, ViceChair
LarryDeynes
RandyIaboni
EveJoy

StaffPresent
ScottRudacille, CityAttorney
DebraWoithe, CityPlanner
KeraHill, PlanningTechnician

ChairGilbertcalledthemeetingtoorderat5:32PM

AllpersonsintendingtoaddresstheCityPlanningandZoningBoardweredulyswornin.   

1.   PLANNING & ZONINGBOARDAGENDAAPPROVAL

Motion: Mr. Deynesmoved, Mr. Iaboniseconded, andthemotioncarried5-0toapprovethe
November20, 2014Agenda.  

2.   APPROVALOFMEETINGMINUTES

Motion: Ms. Joymoved, Mr. Iaboniseconded, andthemotioncarried5-0toapprovetheOctober
16, 2014meetingminutes.  

3.   PUBLICCOMMENT

Nonewerediscussed

4.  DOWNTOWNALTERNATIVEPROPOSAL- DAP2014-02 (D.WOITHE)    
THISISAREQUESTFORADOWNTOWNALTERNATIVEPROPOSALDAP2014-02BY

THALEXANDERBERNELOCATEDAT51210 AVENUEWEST.  

Ms. WoithepresentedthatOlympiaislocatedintheMidtownandOldMainStreetdistrict; Their
requestingablackvinylblackcoatedchainlinkfencewithverticalslatesthatareintendedtobe
completelycoveredwithplantsasaverticalgarden. AccordingtoMs. Woithethe6footfencewould
allowforprivacyfortheowner; whoplansonlivingthereandwantsagardenlikeenvironment. The
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fencewouldcomplementthestructureandthesize, shapeandcolorisconsistentwiththeDowntown
Guidelines. Thefencedoesn’tmeettheheightrequirements; theguidelinesstatethatanyfenceoverthree
feethastobeopenandonly50percentclosed. Theproposedfencewouldbesolidupto6feet, withthe
verticalgardencoveringthefence.  

Ms. Woithestatedasareminder “ConclusionofLaw” somethingthatwasalreadyapprovedforthe
building, theverticalgardenconceptinlieuofgroundlevelstorefrontisconsistentwiththepurposeand
intentoftheDowntownCoreDesignCode, asitrelatestotheproperty, andisanequivalentorsuperior
design, providedthedesignisgenerallyconsistentwiththephotosprovided.  Thefenceisdesignedtogo
withthebuilding.             

Fencegateswillallowaccesstheutilitiesthatarewithintheeasement, ifnecessary.  

StaffrecommendsapprovaloftheDowntownAlternativeProposalwiththeconditions “becausetheuse
ofthebuildingasresidenceandrecordingstudioanduniqueappearanceofthebuildingasavertical
gardenhavealreadybeenapproved. Theconditionsareasfollows:  

Establishandmaintaintheverticalgardentoobscurethechainlinkandserveasfinishedsurface
ofthefence
90 % coverageofthesurfaceareawithin2years

JeffBurtonwiththeCommunityRedevelopmentAgencystatedthatthereshouldbesomechangesmade
totheDowntownGuidelines. Mr. Burtonisintheprocessoftryingtoupdatetheguidelines.   

Mr. Deynesexpressedhisconcernsofthefence; tohimitgoesagainstalltheheartandsoulofthe
guidelines.  

Mr. DeynesandMs. Joyaskediffencewasalreadybuiltandinplacewithoutapermit; Ms. Woithestated
thatfenceconstructionwasstarted, butwhenapproachedbytheCity, thentheworkwashalted.  

Ms. Joymentionedthere’sotherfenceoptionstousethatwouldallowprivacyasopposedtothechain
linkfence.   

Mr. BurtoninformedtheBoardthatOlympiacouldapplyforincentivesandthatcouldhelpwiththecosts
ofanewfence. Withthegrant, staffcouldhelprecommendthetypeoffencethatshouldbeused.  

Ms. Woithedescribedthattheguidelinesstatethatafencecanbesolidfrom0-3feet, from3- 6feethasto
be50percentopen; alsoshouldbewelcomingandattractive. ThefenceforOlympiawouldbe6feetand
wouldbecompletelysolidwiththevertical gardencoveringtheentirefence. Ms. Woithestated the
verticalgardenwouldcovertheblackslatesthatarewithininthefence. Howeverthechainlinkisnot
allowedintheDowntownGuidelines.   

ViceChairMooreinquiredifthissixfootfencerequiredaconditionalusepermit. Ms. Laytonstatedthat
specialfenceisrequiredforaresidentialfrontsetbackarea. TheCommercialDistrictdoesallowthe6
footfenceatthesetbackline, butthetypeoffencematerialisagainsttheDowntownGuidelines.   

Motion: Mr. Iabonimoved, Ms. Joyseconded, andthemotioncarried5-0todenytheDAP2014-02. 
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5.  VARIANCE- VAR2014-02 (D.WOITHE)   
THISISAREQUESTFORAVARIANCE, VAR2014-03BYTHEBRADENTONYACHTCLUB

THLOCATEDAT430713 STREETWEST; THECLUBISPROPOSINGANAMENITYSTRUCTURETHAT
REQUIRESAVARIANCEFORROOFHEIGHT.  

Mr. Iaboniremovedhimselffromvoting, he’samemberoftheorganization.  

Ms. WoitheexplainedBradentonYachtClubisproposing anamenitystructure, which requiresa
Variancefortheroofheighttothestructure. TheproposedstructurewillbelocatedintheSoutheast
cornerofthebuildingandtheSouthwestcornerofthepool. Foranaccessorystructurethecodelimitsthe
roofheightto15ft., BradentonYachtClubisproposingtomatchtheeaveheightandtheroofpitch,  
whichtakestheroofupto21ft. 2inches.  Ms. WoithestatedthereasoningfortheVarianceistomaintain
theviewsofthewaterfrominsidethebuildingandtonothaveamixmatchroofheight.   

TheVariancedoesn’taddressanyotheraspectsoftheaddition, justtheroofheight. Thelocationofthis
additionislimitedbytheseawalls, sidewalks, pooldeckandlocationoftheclub. Theproposedstructure
wouldnotobstructtheviewsoftheneighborsorothers. TheVariancewouldbeinlinewiththecodeand
wouldnotcreateanyharmorbedetrimentaltothepublicwelfare.   

StaffrecommendsapprovaloftheVariancetoincreasetheheightstructurefrom15feetto21feet2
inches.  

ViceChairMoorequestionedthechangeintheproposelanddevelopmentcodethatwouldbeinlinewith
othermunicipalities, sothatthemeasurementwouldbetothemid-pointtotheslopeasopposedtothe
peak. Ms. LaytonstatedthatthiswillbeoneoftheitemsthatsheandMs. Woithewouldworkon.     

Motion: Ms. Joymoved, Mr.  Deynesseconded, andthemotioncarried4-0toapprovetheVAR
2014-02. Mr. Iabonididnotvoteonthisitem.  

6.  CONDITONALUSEPERMITCU-2014-04 (D.WOITHE)   
THISISAREQUESTFORACONDITONALUSEPERMIT, CU-2014-04BYTHECITYOF

THPALMETTO, LOCATEDAT3028 AVENUEWEST.  

TheCityisproposinganelectronicsignfortheGatewaytotheCity.   

ViceChairMooreremovedhimselffromthevote; he’sthearchitectfortheproject.   

ViceChairMoorestatedthatcurrentlycomingoverthegreenbridgebannersaredisplayedfor
announcements; theirwantingtoeliminatethatwithhavingtheelectronicsigntogetthemessagesoutto
thepublic. Thereisaconsistent - palette thathaspreviouslybeenusedforotherlocationsthatthey
proposetouseforthissign; inkeepingthehistoricalfeelofPalmetto. Theproposedsignwillbe42Sq.  
Ft; thecodestatesthemaximumsizeallowedwouldbe40Sq. Ft.  

Discussionensuedregardingthesign; GrantVosburgstatedthe modulesthatmakeuptheelectronic
centerdisplayare10inchby10inch. Inordertosatisfythedesignofthesigntheywouldneed3andhalf
extrainchesoflengthofthe10inchesby10inchesortheywouldhavetolose10inchesofsignage.    
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ChairmanGilbertwouldliketoseethesignordinanceupdated.    

Ms. WoithementionedthattheareatheGatewaysignislocatedisaCommercialZoningDistrict.  
ElectronicsignsareallowedinaCommercialZoningDistrictwithaConditionalUsePermit. The
proposedsignisinlinewiththeclearsighttriangleandinheight, justnotinthesizeofthesign.  There
areotherelectronicsignsthatweregrantedintheareathatarelargerthantheproposedsign. JeffBurton
andDebraWoithehavebeenworkingontheguidelinesontheElectronicsignandadraftedcopyisready
forreviewbyTheCityCommission.   

StaffrecommendsapprovaloftheConditionalUsePermitwiththefollowingconditions:  

Brightnessshallbesimilartointernallyilluminatedsignsinthearea.  Brightnesswillbe
automaticallyadjustedtoambientlightconditions. Brightnessshallnotexceed5,000lumensinthe
daytimeand1,500lumensatnight.    
Thedisplayshallnotchangemorefrequentlythan16seconds.  
Thetransitionfromoneimagetoanothershallnotflashorscroll.   
Thesignwillnotbeusedtoplayvideo (itwillbestatic, non-motion).  
Nosoundshallbeemittedfromthesign.  
Thesignshallbemadeavailableforpublicmessagesrelatedtoemergencies.   
TheEMCportionofthesignshallconformtoEMCsigncodeadoptedbytheCityofPalmettoin
thefuture.  

ChairmanMoorestatedhewouldlikeourcodetospeaktotheratiosinthefutureforsignage.   

Mr. Vosburgstatedthereasoningtohavethesizeofthesignisnecessaryforserviceabilityandforthe
overalllookofthesign.  

Motion:  Mr. Iabonimoved, Mr. Denyesseconded, andthemotion carried4-0toapprovewith
modifications. ViceChairMooredidnotvoteonthisitem.  

7. OldBusiness

Nonewasdiscussed

8.   NewBusiness

Nonewasdiscussed.  

9.   Adjournment

ChairGilbertadjournedthemeetingat7:05PM.  

MinutesApprovedon: January15, 2015.  


